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entirely on the destination. By Tony Webeck

S WE slowly meandered golfer can &<k of their partner: ¢o you
hand-in-hand from the resoct fancy aswing?

restaurant back to our hotel My bride made a couple of hall-bearted
rooen, Tknew thar this was the ish s the 2 g, brushed

maoment. We'd never discusset the side of the ball with one of them and
# atlength previously, but a< “opped. Tlooked at her, she looked at me
the line of spotlights bounced and in et moment we both knew beyond 2

Ol the sbuwsdant palim trees T shadow of 2 doubil; golf was not going to be i
decided to make my move. With  shared part of our relationship,
just enoagh evening kgt and 3 couple of Plenty do, and i T'm honest there’s 3 part

clubs strategically leflaf the top of the range,  of mye that wishes the worman 1 love would
I d the most imp question a Lall in love with goll the way [ dit, but it

L 2

The success of incorporating golf into a weekend away with your partner depends

Dot prevented us lrom enjoying jaunts
where 3 round or two is part of the itinerary.
The al i 1 honey was af
Laguna Whitsundays, the wife was spoilt
in decadent style while I played the golf
courses of Mauritius and she put 2 book and
the resort pool 10 good use in Fiji as T played
e At Dy and Natadols Bay.
And we're not the only ones.

In his pursuit of playing AUSTRALIAN
GOLF DIGEST™S Top 100 Courses in the
country, Carl Murphy regularly took wife




Annette to all corners of Australia. As bhe
Decame well versed in the ways ol our linest
layouts, she indulged in day spas, retail
Trerapy and explored various ourist activities
within the region.
These were het live favourites:

1. Lost Farn: “The day spa st Lost Farm is the
st 1 have come across in Australia. Geeat
service and nice view over the course and
out tosea”

2. Palmer Sea Reef: “For 2 nice relaxing time,
going lrom the room straight into the pool
is hard 1o beat™

3. Mornington Peninsula Cups Regiom

“Close 1o many of the courses in the area
are the natural hot springs. Enjoyable all
year round.™

4. Perth: “Rotinest Iskand is a soall journey
10 ged away and refax. Take in somse grest
nature and 3 quokka selfie or two™

5. Hamilton Iskand: “A lot 1o keep you
occupied on the Bland itself or 1ake off to
Whitelaven Deach, one of Australia®s best.”

But the Murphys don't always go their

Separate ways on boliday, using golfasan

excuse o hare quality tme together.

“Annetie does her own thing when P'm ofl
playing golf, but close to many ol our best
courses are some wonderful experiences
we've been able 1o enjoy together,” Carl Sxys.

“The past Two years we have visited Links Lady

Bay and made the short journey to McLaren

Vale This year we were alde (o Lake inthe

annual Sea and Vines Festival, a delicious




NOOSA SPRINGS PROVIDES
THE RESTY OF BOTH WORLDS.

food and wine pairing with seating inthe
kitchen at Shingleback.

“The restaurant af Lost Farm 3 Barnbougle
s 1o be one of the Dest st any golf course
in Australia and is a nice way o spend the
night rellecting on your day, whether you've
played goll or not”

So whether you amd your partner are both
2olf nuts or don't mind 3 bit of "me Lime'
while on holiday, there are a host of golf
destinations that will delight both on and off
e course.

SUNSHINE COAST

A perennial holiday favourite of anyone
living south of Bribie Island, Queensiand’s
Sunshine Coast is a destination that delights
all of the: senses. Whether you are drawn

by the year-rownd temperate climste and
pristine beaches, local produce and sealood
that ke the restaurants some of the finest

¢ Noosa Springs works its way through a number
of watercourses that present a challenge to those
who take their holiday golf semi-seriously Y

in the country or the wonderful collection of
goll courses dotted along the coastline, the
Sunny Coast never fails 1o disappoint.
Springs Goll and Spa Resort

typilbe
on the Sunshine Coast with a day spa, fine
dining and the Graham Papworth-designed
goll course that ranked S8th in our latest
ranking. It works its way through a number
of watercourses that, while alluring, present
a challenge to those who take their holiday
goll semi-seriously.

Aler golf take your pick from the wide

54 australiangolfdigest.com.au | AuGusT 2018

sedection of reatments on offer at The
Spa, including the special ‘couples retreat”
package in the designated couples trestment
suite or surrender yoursell o the couples
Hotation experience for the ultimate
in refaxation.

The resort restaurant, Refish, infuses local
produce inlo a blend of Mediterranean and
Asian cuisine, including Nooss earth oyster

mushrooms, Gympie green beans, Nooss
Himertand sirhoin steak and Mooloalaba
prawns. With a variery of festivals tsking
place throughout the year and goll courses
such as Maroochy River, Pelican Waters and
Twin Waters ready to welcome visitors,
there is never a wrong lime to plan a
Sunshine Coast escape.

MORNINGTON PENINSULA

The long-time playgrounwwwd of
Mefbourne’s well to do, Victoria's
Momington Peninsula emerged as arguably
Australia’s best golf destination after the
opening ol The Dunes in 1997 sparked a tlood

The Moonah and Ocean courses s The
Natioaal, the Open and Legends courses
At Moonah Links and St Andrews Beach all

opened in the space of five years ot the tum
of the century and gave those with a goll



Persuasion even more reason Lo visit
the Mornington.

I goll is your main motivation, there is
no better Gme (o visil the Mornington, 60
minutes south of the Victorian capital, than
for the annual Mornington Peninsula Golf
Classic. Entering its ninth year in 2018 and
1o be held from October 29 until November I,
this years classic will be played at The Dunes,
Moonah Links’ Legends course, Flinders and
Portsea golf clubs and incorporates welcome
and presentation dinners thal pariners are
welcome [o attend,

Il you're not playing in the Classic, the
Mornington Peninsula has 3 wealth of
different ways 1o spend your days, whether
it's refaxing in the Peninsula ot Springs,
taking in breathtaking views of Port Phillip
Bay in Arthurs Seat Eagle, sampling some
hops at the Morningion Peninsula Brewery
or experiencing the romance of Lindenderry
al Red THIL

CHINA

Banned until the 19805 by the Communist
Party because of its association with excess,
golf now represents a window for the western
world to experience the exotic delights on
offer in China.

The capital of Befing continues Lo atiract
Lourists en masse 1o take in the wonders of
the Forbidden Gity, Great Wall of China and
sample Chinese culture af its richest, while
Shanghai rivads New York and London for its
modern energy. The explosion ol goll courses
in China in the 2000s was concentrated
in three main areas offering holiday
experiences hard to match anywhere efse on
the planet.

The province of Shenzhen/Dongguan is
home to the woeld-Rmous Mission Hills

golf city that boasts a dozen 18-hole courses
designed by some of the greatest golfers (o
have ever lived. Hainan Island features a
variety of Lava rock and coastal courses that
elicit comparisons with Iawaii, while the
Lake and Mountain courses at Spring City are
the highlighas of golf in Kunsing,

The "2 Resort Challenge” offered by China
Golf Experience takes place across nine days
over sX courses 3l [wo exiraocdinary resorts
on Hainan Island, Mission ITills Taikou and
the Sheraton Shenzhou Peninsula Resort.

A Tous-ball pairs event, it is the ideal way
Tor & goll-playing couple 1o enjoy 3 Laste
of China amid spectacular landscapes at
resorts that feature natural mineral springs,
day spas, movie theatres and spectacular
unspoilt beacles.

MELBOURNE

Considered the cultural and spoeting capital
of Australia, a holiday in Mefbourne never
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THERE ARE 10 COURSES
AT Mission Hiws
HAOW 1M CHliMa.

seems sullicient no matter how long your
stay. Every month of the year is overtlowing
witls sporting highlights, a rich array of
dining defights and 2 fusion of international
influences that offers something diverse
around every cormes.

Any golfer worth their salt sets thedr sights
on the Sandbelt whenever in Melboume and
the changing nature of the Australian goll
laniscape means all that & required is a little
pre-planning to phay soene of the best this
oountry has 1o offer. Inferstale or oversess
visitors are weloome at virtually every Sundbelt
course; the most dilficult clasllenge being (o
decide which one you'd fike 1o play first

With a rich history dating back 1o
IB98, Yarra Yarra Golf Cluby's position as a
perennial Sandbell favourite will only be
further enhanced given the current design
influence of famed American architect Tom
Doak. And with tee-times aviilable from
Monday to Friday, it creates the perfect
Opportunity o enjoy along weekend away. @

. SUCH AR
YARSA YARRA, REMAIN APPEALING TO ALL.




